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DESCRIPTION 

In order to maintain pace with economic development in the region, the highway network 
in Abu Dhabi has grown at a rapid rate.  In some instances, the road network can be 
confusing in terms of its purpose and hierarchy.  Consequently, a significant proportion 
of road users adopt the wrong driving behaviour in relation to the road they are using.  
Furthermore, not all highway infrastructure is appropriate for the driving demands and 
expectations of drivers.   

The Abu Dhabi Department of Transport appointed consultants to carry out Road Safety 
Assessments of E Class Roads and Mark Hedley was the Team Leader. 

OBJECTIVES AND CHALLENGES 

The objective of the Road Safety Assessments to make an assessment of each 
identified hazard on the network, categorise the risk of each hazard (influenced by likely 
collision frequency and severity) and identify a risk reduction or mitigation measure and 
associated costs. Assessment work began in October 2009 on approximately 2500km of 
Abu Dhabi E Class roads. 

ADDED VALUE AND BENEFITS 

 Application of principles from Abu Dhabi 
Department of Transport and UK Road 
Safety Audit procedures ensured the 
highest possible standard of 
assessment 

 

SOLUTIONS 

 Production of individual route reports 
identifying remedial measures 

 Day and night time assessment of 
conditions to identify road safety 
hazards 

 Logging of road safety issues with 
photos and video, all referenced using 
GPS coordinates 

 Recommendations supported by 
extensive UK research 

 

 

For press coverage of this work undertaken on this project, please follow this link: 
http://www.thenational.ae/news/uae-news/transport/safety-devices-can-pose-risk-
hazards 

 

Project Size 
2500km of the Abu 
Dhabi strategic road 
network 
 
Project Value  
£42,000 
 
Date 
October 2009 to March 
2010 
 
RSI Contact: 
Mark Hedley 
 


